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country earned their living by the work of their hands The
comic poets, and doubtless many others too, disapproved of
the heliasts and ecclesiasts who lived so largely on public
money This disapproval was based on moral and economic
grounds, not on a political, that Is to say anti-democratic,
attitude. Such citizens could be compared to olive-gatherers
who worked for a daily wage, or to hodmen, that is, to men
whose activities came fairly low down in the social scale.1 We
see that there were types of labour which were despised; there
were vocations which had a low reputation socially, but most
of the citizens certainly did not regard sitting in court or going
to the assembly in this light Prejudices against, and aversion
from, work have always existed, even more in the happy
countries which border on the Mediterranean than in other
regions. But there was no contempt for labour in general,
especially not for manual labour; the reputation of most of the
craftsmen stood much higher than that of the retail-trader.
The upper and lower middle-classes had the same desire for
money, and money could not be earned if they did not work.
On such foundations the economic life of Athens as a whole
was prospering and, time and again, overcame the vacillations
and vicissitudes of an unstable world.
It is true that, because the democratic State needed a great
number of men to keep public life and government going,
ideas and feelings of the kind mentioned did actually find
public support From the time of Solon wise statesmen had
tried to check them by the influence of law and custom, but
they were only partly successful. Aristocratic traditions and
popular indolence combined to hold labour in a certain con-
tempt, until the middle classes began to take the lead in poli-
tics. This happened during the fifth century, and with it the
reputation of labour rose. Afterwards there came a reaction,
but one which was confined to a small circle, close and narrow
m its social outlook, though in other respects it was most
important. The fourth-century philosophers took a step back-
wards, and by creating ideal forms of the State, full of beauty
and deeper meaning, they determined the general judgment
on the Greeks down to the present day. With these philoso-
phers the contempt for manual labour, partly resulting from
their deliberate idealization of a Spartan kind of State, became
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